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of the Buddha's-Hall of the Monastery, under the right foot of
the image of the Lord over the Gods, was a pit containing a "buried
treasure deposited there by the hostages. There was an inscription
which stated that when the monastery fell into disrepair the
treasure was to be used for its repairs. In late times a frontier
king had coveted the treasure and tried to steal it, but the figure
of a parrot in the God's crown by flapping his wings and
screaming frightened the king and his soldiers; the earth also
quaked and the king and his soldiers fell down stiff; when they
recovered they confessed their guilt and went away home.

The Life tells us that the Hlnayana monastery of this
passage was called Slm-lo-'ka (f<J> ^ gjg), a word of which
no explanation is given. It was in this monastery: that
our pilgrim was lodged and entertained during a portion
of his stay at the capital. In the Life also there is only
one hostage and he is a son of a Chinese emperor and
it was by him the monastery was built. The story in the
Records evidently supposes the reader to understand :that
the hostages were the sons of a ruler of a feudal depen-
dency of China or of rulers of several such states. Here
also I think there is properly only one hostage-prince and
the use of the plural in the latter part of the passage is
perhaps a slip. The monastery may be the establishment
called in some works the T'ien-ssu and the Wang-ssu, or
Royal Vihara. Its name Sha-lo-ka is apparently not to
be taken as a word qualifying vihara, but as the designation
of the whole establishment comprising the hostage's resi-
dence, the sacred buildings and the monks' quarters. It
is possible that the Chinese transcription may represent
the Indian word salaka, or "small mansion" used in the
sense of a "temporary royal residence."

The Life also gives the story of the buried treasure and
tells of the attempts to make use of it by the Brethren.
At the time of the pilgrim's visit money was wanted to
repair the tope and Yuan-chuang was requested to lay
the case before the Lord; he did so and with such success
that the required amount was taken without trouble.

The narrative next tells us of caves in the mountains to the
north of the Hostage's Monastery. Here the hostages practised
samadhi, and in the caves were hidden treasures guarded by a